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Advocacy


Post-Acute Medicare Adult Day Services Bill Introduced-Co-Sponsors Needed
The “Medicare Adult Day Services Act of 2009” was introduced on June 25, by Rep. Linda Sánchez (D-Calif.), and now it needs more co-sponsors to move it forward in the House. This legislation allows Medicare beneficiaries to use adult day service programs that are certified, licensed, or accredited under an approved accreditation agency to provide post-acute services under Medicare. Please contact your members of Congress and urge them to support this bill, which would provide older adults and persons with a disability with more options of where they can receive quality, and cost-effective, post-acute care. For more information, please contact Peter Notarstefano, (202) 508-9406.
 
Progress on Long-Term Services and Supports in Health Care Reform
The Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) is working on finalizing its version of health care reform legislation, which includes our long-term services and supports provisions. On the House side, action is beginning on a three-committee bill. We made the case for inclusion of long-term services and supports before a House Ways and Means Committee hearing June 24. Your advocacy is beginning to pay off, but we have to redouble our efforts to ensure that our provisions survive in the final version of the legislation. Please Contact Congress and tell your legislators that we must make it affordable to care. Contact: Marsha Greenfield, (202) 508-9488.
 
Legislators Introduce Project 2020 Bill that Promotes HCBS
On June 12, Sens. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) and Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) introduced S. 1257, Project 2020: Building on the Promise of Home and Community-Based Services. On the House side, Reps. Bruce L. Braley (D-Iowa) and John Sarbanes (D-Md.) introduced the same measure as H.R.2852. The legislation builds on the success of the Aging Services Network and promotes single point of entry and nursing home diversion. It will generate savings in Medicaid and Medicare at the federal and state levels, as well as enabling older adults to get the support they need to successfully age in place.
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Medicaid and Medicare News

Bidding for Durable Medical Equipment Suppliers to Begin Fall of 2009
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) said that the first round of the “rebid” for the durable medical equipment, prosthetics, orthotics, and supplies (DMEPOS) competitive bidding program will begin in the fall of 2009. Timelines and specific information (including important Web sites) are now available.
 
Proposed New Rules from CMS on Two Important HCBS Issues
On July 19, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released an advance notice of proposed rulemaking aimed at implementing Medicaid home and community-based services (HCBS) waivers, particularly giving states the option to combine or eliminate the existing three permitted waiver target populations. They also proposed adding two new criteria for where individuals may reside in order to receive HCBS waiver services. Click here to read more about these changes. We are currently reviewing these changes and will be submitting our comments. If you’d like to share your comments with us, please contact Peter Notarstefano, (202) 508-9427. 
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Adult Day Services

 
Choosing an Adult Day Center
An interesting article, entitled “Choosing an Adult Day Center,” was featured in the New Jersey Jewish News. It was written by Jennifer Rutberg, LSW, the adult day director of the Daughters of Israel’s Herr Adult Medical Day Center. The article provides good information to help educate consumers and caregivers about adult day services and how to choose one that is appropriate for their needs. 
 
Highlighting the Importance of Intergenerational Day Care
Intergenerational day care appeared on the scene in the early 1990s as a way to help working Americans, 44 percent of whom have both dependent children and aging parents. The U.S. has approximately 300-plus intergenerational facilities. According to a New York Times article, elderly adults participating in structured activities with children are more focused and in better moods than when children are not involved, scientists have found. Moreover, adults continue to be in better spirits after the children leave, suggesting the interactions may have lasting effects.
Back to Top
 
 



Home Health Care

Proposed Medicare Cuts Would Jeopardize Home Health, SNF Payment Update
President Obama on June 13 called for another $313 billion in Medicare cuts in order to finance health care reform. The proposed cuts would jeopardize the 2010 Medicare payment update for skilled nursing facilities (SNF) as well as for home health care providers. Proposals also are circulating on Capitol Hill and within the administration to impose survey revisit user fees and to bundle post-acute Medicare payments to all providers.
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Aging in Place 

10th Anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court Decision Olmstead v. L.C.
On June 22, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius joined President Obama in commemorating a significant anniversary in the civil rights movement for persons with disabilities. Ten years ago, the United States Supreme Court issued its landmark decision in Olmstead v. L.C. recognizing that "unjustified institutional isolation of persons with disabilities is a form of discrimination" under the Americans with Disabilities Act. President Obama has declared 2009 as the "Year of Community Living."
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News from the States

California: Adult Day Programs May Be Spared from Elimination in Budget Proposal
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) initially proposed to balance the state budget by eliminating adult day programs. However, after much advocacy on behalf of the adult day programs by state programs and by AAHSA at the federal level, it was announced on June 16,  that the state budget committee voted 8 to 2 NOT to implement the governor's proposal. 
 
Illinois: Budget cuts hurt Adult Day Programs
The Illinois General Assembly passed a budget that will have devastating consequences for the state’s most vulnerable population, the frail elderly. Funding for services to older adults was slashed by a 50 percent across the board cut. It is estimated that 60 percent of the elderly who attend adult day services (ADS) programs across Illinois will lose services if eligibility criteria are altered to accommodate budget cuts. These cuts to adult day services, at the proposed levels, will force the closure of numerous centers around the state that rely on the funding provided by the Community Care Program.
 
New York: Hebrew Home Offers ElderServe at Night
On June 12, 2009, The New York Times reported on the Hebrew Home at Riverdale's ElderServe at Night, an after-hours care group. The program is intended to help patients with Alzheimer's disease or dementia, who often suffer "sundowning," a term used to describe the sleeplessness and wandering of many patients.
 
Rhode Island: RIADSA Forms Partnership with RIAFSA
On June 11, 2009, the Rhode Island Adult Day Services Association (RIADSA) announced the formation of a partnership with the Rhode Island Association of Facilities and Service for the Aging (RIAFSA). The partnership comes after RIADSA voted in 2008 to close its doors permanently. With the addition of these new members (between 16 and 18 adult day centers), RIAFSA now represents over 40 providers of aging services in Rhode Island. The new partnership offers adult day providers a chance to be involved in state and federal advocacy efforts in order to help advance, and expand, this much needed provider-type.
 
Washington: Adult Day Programs Closing Due to State Budget Cuts
Eight adult day health centers in Washington state are slated to close in the coming months because of state budget cuts. The cutbacks will mean roughly 2,000 vulnerable elderly or disabled people will go without certain regular health services. People on Medicaid who live in adult-family homes or boarding homes are no longer eligible. People who live in private homes are still eligible, but they must find their own transportation.
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News, Resources, Publications, and Funding Opportunities 

Register Now for AAHSA's 2009 Annual Meeting and Check Out These Exciting HCBS Sessions
Our 2009 Annual Meeting registration is now open earlier than ever before. Join us in Chicago from Nov. 8-11 for the most important four days for your organization's future. Click here to register for the conference and book your hotel today! The 2009 Annual Meeting features 20 educational sessions for home and community-based services providers. Don't miss out! 
 
AAHSA Unveils Online Idea Exchange Program
The Idea Exchange is a collection of member case studies on a range of topics that you and your peers can replicate and learn from on your quality improvement journeys. Click here to submit your success stories (or perhaps failures). From there, the story will be posted on-line for other members to read and learn from. Each entry details all of the information necessary to begin a similar project. Contact information is listed on the Web site so that you can e-mail or call colleagues to find out more about their project.
 
Meeting the Furniture Needs of HCBS Providers
The AAHSA and MedAssets’ Group Purchasing Program recognizes that our HCBS providers have specific requirements for furniture in order to serve those they care for on a daily basis. We’ve got a list of vendors whom offer products to meet your needs, and who offer you a discount: Direct Supply, Invacare (ICCG), Phoenix Textile, Joerns, Allsteel, and Steelcase. To view the full list of contracted vendors on our Web site, please click here. Talk with one of our AAHSA Savings and Solutions Center (ASSC) representatives to see what we can do for you. Contact: Mia Robinson (202) 508-9416.
 
Recognize Your Rising Nurse Leader! 
The Institute for the Future of Aging Services (IFAS) is pleased to announce a call for nominations for the 2009 Joan Anne McHugh Award for Leadership in Long-Term Care Nursing. This award recognizes nurses who provide excellent clinical care, while demonstrating leadership and a commitment to the field of long-term care nursing. Nurses working for AAHSA member organizations and meeting other eligibility criteria may be nominated. The winner receives a $1,000 professional development award and national recognition at AAHSA's 2009 Annual Meeting in Chicago. All entries must be postmarked by July 10, 2009. Download the Award Nomination Brochure for complete details. For more information, contact Alisha Sanders, (202) 508-1211.
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Grant Opportunities 

Housing Vouchers Issued for Persons with Disabilities
On June 22, President Obama and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced a plan to offer rental assistance to 4,000 non-elderly families with disabilities, including 1,000 vouchers specifically targeted to those transitioning out of nursing homes and other care facilities.
 
HHS and VA to Collaborate on Community-Based Services for Veterans
A partnership of the departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Veterans Affairs (VA) will make home and community-based services available to veterans who otherwise would need to enter nursing homes. The two agencies are committing $10 million to roll out these services in 20 states. The program will be administered by state units on aging.
 
HHS Announces Initiatives in Support of the Year of Community Living
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced a funding opportunity that will make it easier for older people, younger adults and their families to learn about and access health and long-term care through Aging & Disability Resource Center Programs (ADRCs). ADRCs provide one-on-one counseling and streamlined access to programs and services that can enable people to remain in their own homes and communities.
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Join AAHSA's Home And Community-Based Services Listservs
 
Join the HCBS Listserv
The HCBS listserv is a great vehicle for asking HCBS-related questions and receiving up to date HCBS information from other AAHSA members. To join this listserv and to learn more about AAHSA's other online communities, please click here. If you are having trouble, please contact Morgan Gable, (202) 508-9427. Join or Post 

Join the Adult Day Service Listserv
Do you operate an adult day service program, and you have a question about staffing, policies and procedures, marketing, etc.? AAHSA established a listserv that you can join to help you share your questions, concerns and innovations with other AAHSA adult day service members. To join the adult day service listserv, please click here. 

NEW! Join the Hospice Listserv
AAHSA's new hospice listserv is a great new way to connect with other AAHSA members who provide hospice services. Post your questions, best practices, and better advocate for better hospice regulations, reimbursement, and share any other hospice-related information. 

Join the Home Health Listserv
A forum intended for home health agencies facilitating member-to-member questions and discussions and to disseminate information on Medicare policy and regulations. Join or Post 
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